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Drugs have been discovered by two approaches
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Naming the drugs

Chemical name: atomic/molecular structure

Generic name
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Drug Names
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‘Phases of Clinical Investigation

TABLE 1.1 Phases of Clinical

Investigation
Phase Purpose
I Establish safety
I1 Establish efficacy and dose
III Verify efficacy and detect adverse affects

IV Obtain additional data following approval
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 Phase Il: Drugs are given to larger group
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Phases of Clinical Trials (cont(.
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Summary of Phases I-111
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Areas of Pharmacology

* The main areas of pharmacology are :

A. Pharmacodynamics: the study of the biochemical

and physiological effect of the drugs and therr
mechanism of action .

B. Pharmacokinetics: the way the body handle drug

absorption, distribution, biotransformation, and
excretion.
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